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ACTION ACD A- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 EUR- 12 EA-06 10-10 ISO-OO ACDE-00 NRC-05 

ERDA-05 ARA-06 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NASA-01 NEA-09 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OIC-02 SP-02 PA-01 

PRS-01 OES-03 SS-15 USIA-06 SAJ-01 /121 W 

037535 

P R 061233Z MAY 75 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2655 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USUN NEW YORK 1648 
USMISSION IAEA VIENNA 
USMISSION NATO 

CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 3239 

FROM USDEL NPT REVCOM 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM 

SUB J : NPT REVCON: OPENING DAY 

1. SUMMARY: OPENING PLENARY SESSION OF NPT REVCON 
HELD AFTERNOON MAY 5. WITH EXCEPTION OF STATEMENT BY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 03239 061337Z 

UN SYG WALDHEIM AND BRIEF REMARKS BY IAEA DG DKLUND, 
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SESSION WAS DEVOTED TO CONFERENCE ORGANIZATIONAL 
MATTERS. ONLY CONTROVERSIAL NOTE WAS NIGERIAN CHALLENGE 
OF IMMEDIATE APPROVAL OF SOUTH AFRICAN REQUEST FOR 
OBSERVER STATUS. CONFERENCE PRESIDENT RULED THAT 
QUESTION BE DEFERRED FOR CONSIDERATION BY GENERAL 
COMMITTEE. GENERAL DEBATE BEGINS TUESDAY. MAY YM 
END SUMMARY. 

2. WALDHEIM, IN OPENING ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE, CALLED 
FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF NPT'S PROVISIONS AND ADHER- 
ENCE TO IT BY COUNTRIES THAT HAVE NOT YET BECOME PARTIES. 

HE NOTED IMPORTANCE OF PROMOTING PEACEFUL USES OF 
NUCLEAR ENERGY WITH SPECIAL REGARD TO NEEDS OF DEVELOP 
ING COUNTRIES, BUT GAVE PACTICULAR EMPHASIS TO INTER 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OBJECTIVES OF PREVENTING SPREAD OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND CURBING NUCLEAR ARMS RACE. HE SAID 
IN THIS REGARD THAT IMPLEMENTATION OF NPT'S PROVISIONS 
DEALING WITH NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT WOULD HAVE MOST 
IMPORTANT CONSEQUENCES FOR FUTURE. CITING SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 255, QALDHEIM SAID THAT UN HAS 
PLAYED IMPORTANT ROLE IN PROVIDING SECURITY GUARANTEES 
TO NON-NUCLEAR WEAPON STATES, AND INDICATED THAT REVCON 
WOULD HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THIS QUESTION FURTHER. 

3. EKLUND GAVE BRIEF REMARKS ON ROLE OF NUCLEAR POWER 
IN MEETING WORLDWIDE ENERGY DEMANDS, BUT STRESSED 
IMPORTANCE OF RESEARCH REACTORS AS POSSIBLE SOURCES 

OF WEAPONS-GRADE NUCLEAR MATERIALS. WE UNDERSTAND HE 
WILL MAKE LONGER STATEMENT LATER IN WEEK. 

4. AS PREARRANGED, MRS THORSSON (SWEDEN) WAS ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF CONFERENCE BY ACCLAMATION; AMBS CLARK 
(NIGERIA), BARTON (CANADA), WYZNER (POLAND), AND 
BRTT.I. ANTES (PHILIPPINES) WERE CHOSEN UNANIMOUSLY AS 
CHAIRMEN OF FIRST COMMITTEE (POLITICAL), SECOND COM- 
MITTEE (TECHNICAL), DRAFTING COMMITTEE, AND CREDEN- 
TIALS COMMITTEE, RESPECTIVELY; AND AMB PASTINEN 

(FINLAND) WAS CONFIRMED AS SECRETARY GENERAL OF CONFERENCE. 

5. CONFERENCE FORMALLY ADOPTED RULES OF PROCUEDURE 
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THAT HAD BEEN FINALIZED IN PREPARATORY COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS IN FEBRUARY. ONLY AMENDMENT TO RULES WAS 
INCREASE IN NUMBER OF VICE-PRESIDENCIES (FROM 24 TO 26) 

TO GIVE EFFECT TO INFORMAL UNDERSTANDING AT PREPCOM 
THAT EURATOM COUNTRIES, SHOULD THEY BECOME PARTIES 
PRIOR TO REVCON OPENING, WOULD BE GRANTED TWO ADDI 
TIONAL VP'S. WESTERN VICE-PRESIDENTS ARE US AND UK 
(AS DEPOSITARY POWERS) AND AUSTRALIA, IRELAND, 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


DENMARK, FRG, AND THE NETHRLANDS (AS MEMBERS OF WEO- 
WESTERN EUROPEAN AND OTHRS REGIONAL GROUP). MONGOLIA 
WAS ELECTED VP FROM ASIAN GROUP. WE WERE TOLD THAT 
GARCIA ROBLES (MEXICO) HAD PROTESTED MONGOLIAN DESIG- 
NATION AS ASIAN GROUP MEMBER, RATHER THAN AS EASTERN 
GROUP MEMBER, BUT HAD BEEN OVERRULED BY OTHER MEMBERS 
OF NON-ALIGNED GROUP. 

6. THERE HAD BEEN INDICATIONS EARLIER IN DAY THAT 
NON-ALIGNED WOULD INSIST, CONTRARY TO "GENTLEMAN'S 
AGREEMENT" AT PREPCOM, THAT THEIR GROUP BE GIVEN TWO 
ADDITIONAL VP'S TO COMPANSATE FOR EURATOM. THEY DID 
NOT, HOWEVER, PRESS MATTER IN PLENARY. (THERE WAS 
SPECULATION THAT "GROUP OF 77," WHICH IS REPRESENTED 
BY FEWER DELEGATIONS AT REVCON THAN EXPECTED, WAS 
HAVING DIFFICULTY FINDING ADDITIONAL DELEGATIONS 
WILLING TO SERVE AS VP(S.) 

7. CONFERENCE NEXT TURNED TO QUESTION OF OBSERVERS. 
NOTING RULE OF PROCEDURE THAT STATES THAT HAVE NEITHER 
SIGNED NOR RATIFIED NPT MAY APPLY FOR OBSERVER STATUS 
AND BE ACCORDED THAT STATUS ON DECISION OF CONFERENCE, 
THORSSON INDICATED THAT ALGERIA, CUBA, ISRAEL, AND 
SOUTH AFRICA HAD ASKED TO BE SEATED AS OBSERVERS. 

CLARK (NIGERIA) TOOK FLOOR TO REQUEST THAT CONFERENCE 
DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS FOR OBSERVER STATUS BE POST- 
PONED UNTIL CREDENTIALS OF SOME APPLICANTS (MENTION- 
ING ONLY SOUTH AFRICA BY NAME) COULD BE EXAMINED BY 
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE. THORSOON STATED THAT GRANTING 
OF OBSERVER STATUS AND ESTABLISHING CREDENTIALS OF 
CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS (I.E., PARTIES AND SIGNATORIES) 
WERE TWO DIFFERENT MATTERS, BUT, AFTER INTERVENTIONS 
BY SUDAN AND ZAIRE IN SUPPORT OF NIGERIAN POSITION, 
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AGREED TO TAKE UP MATTER IN GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

8. AT BRIEF MEETING OF GENERAL COMMITTEE FOLLOWING 
PLENARY SESSION CONFERENCE AGENDA AND WORK PROGRAM 
WERE ADOPTED. CLARK (NIGERIAL AGAIN RAISED QUESTION 
OF APPLICATION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND OTHERS FOR OBSERVER 
STATUS, SUGGESTING IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF CHAIRMAN 
SOUGHT ADVICE OF THE SECRETARIAT ON THE POSSIBILITY OF 
SUBMITTING THE QUESTION TO THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
AND ASKING THAT MATTER NOT BE BROUGHT TO A HEAD TOO 
QUICKLY. GARCIA ROBLES NOTED THAT, SINCE THE STATES 

IN QUESTION WERE IN FACT PRESENT AT THE CONFERENCE, A 
DECISION TO APPROVE THEIR OBSERVER STATUS WOULD NOT BE 
REQUIRED UNLESS AND UNTIL THEY ATTEMPTED TO SUBMIT 
DOCUMENTS, WHICH IS THE ONLY OTHER RIGHT THEY HAVE. 
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HE THEREFORE THOUGHT NO HARM WOULD BE DONE IN WAITING 
TWO OR THREE DAYS BEFORE FACING ISSUE. THE REP OF ZAIRE 
SUGGESTED THAT EACH APPLICATION BE CONSIDERED SEPARATELY 
ON ITS OWN MERITS, AND WONDERED WHETHER SOUTH AFRICA 
COULD NOT SIMPLQ ATTEND CONFERENCE ON SAME BASIS AS 
GENERAL PUBLIC. THORSSON CONTINUED TO EXPRESS DOUBTS 
THAT ISSUE WAS A CREDENTIALS QUESTION, BUT INDICATED 
THAT MORE TIME WAS NEEDED BEFORE DECISION COULD BE 
TAKEN. 

9. IT HAS BEEN RUMORED THAT ISRAEL'S OBSERVER STATUS 
MAY ALSO BE CHALLENGED. EYPTIAN DELOFF TOLD US THAT 
HIS DEL APPRECIATES POSSIBLE ADVERSE REPERCUSSIONS IF 
ISRAELI APPLICATION NOT ACCEPTED. SOVDEL SHARES 
EGYPTIAN VIEW THAT TURNING AWAY ISRAEL WOULD BE A 
MISTAKE, BUT THINKS THAT OTHER ARAB DELS MAY BE MORE 
INCLINED TO PRESS MATTER. 

19. WE HAVE HAD INDICATIONS THAT CONSENSUS MAY BE 
DEVELOPING IN AFRICAN GROUP NOT TO PRESS MATTER TO A 
DECISION. COUNTRIES IN QUESTION WOULD SIMPLY CONTINUE 
TO OBSERVE CONFERENCE WITHOUT FORMAL DECISION BEING 
MADE TO ACCORD THEM OBSERVER STATUS. SOUTH AFRICAN AND 
ISRAELI DELOFFS BOTH INFORMED US THEY HAVE NO INTENTION 
TO SUBMIT DOCUMENTS TO CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS. IF 
NECESSARY, WE WILL MAKE ARGUMENTS OUTLINED IN PARAS 3 
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AND 4 OF STATE 103269 AND WILL FURTHER EXPLORE THE 
PROCEDURES SUGGESTED IN PARA 5 OF THAT MESSAGE. WE 
WOULD ALSO TAKE POSITION THAT THERE IS NO NEED TO 
EXAMINE CREDENTIALS OF OBSERVERS SINCE THEY ARE NOT 
CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS. 

ABRAMS 
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